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Historically, the Episcopal Church has embraced the
LGBT community. They accept LGBT members into the
congregation, and enthusiastically ride atop decorated
floats at New York City’s annual Pride festival. They are
also advocates for marriage equality, and recently gave
an official thumbs-up to blessing same-sex unions -- a
decision that not all congregations have embraced.
And in a very recent decision, the Bishop of the New
York Diocese just gave clergy permission to perform
full marriage rites for same-sex couples in the church.

"If a cleric of this diocese feels moved by conviction

Episcopal out-gay Bishop Gene Robinson, with and pastoral need to respond in the affirmative to a
his daughter, activist Ella Robinson, at a recent request to perform a same-sex marriage, he or she is
New York event (Source:Winnie McCroy) free to do so, on or after September 1, 2012," said

Bishop Mark Sisk.

Sisk was referring to the fact that in the discussion of the same-sex blessing rite recently approved at
the church’s General Convention, the framers of that rite made it clear that Bishops may provide
generous pastoral response to meet the parishioners spiritual needs, and that that response might
include priests officiating at same-sex marriages.

Sisk said that he felt this decision, which otherwise might seem odd in light of the fact that the recent
General Convention just passed a resolution approving a blessing rite but not a marriage rite, was of
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crucial importance.

"Clergy may now sign marriage licenses and officiate at the full civil and sacramental marriages of
same sex couples," said Bishop Andrew Dietsche, Coadjutor of the Diocese, who will take over from
Bishop Sisk as full Bishop in February 2013.

This growing acceptance of the LGBT community within the Episcopal Church has been an ongoing
process for decades. Although there have always been gay and lesbian members in all denominations,
it is in the 1970s that LGBT members began to ask for acceptance to be openly homosexual within
their congregation.

This comes as just another measure in the church’s acceptance of the LGBT community -- the same
denomination that in 2003 elected a non-celibate, openly gay bishop, Gene Robinson. The initial
acceptance of this election delivered some disgruntled commentary from other churches around the
world. But retired South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s comment in the general media that he
did not see what "all the fuss" was about silenced the majority of it.

Bishop Robinson, voted number seven in Out Magazine's annual "Power 50" list of influential gay men
and women, recently announced his retirement, opening discussions of whether another gay bishop
will succeed him.

"Same-sex blessings have been carried out within the Diocese of New York, but not in all others by
any means, for many years," said Episcopal New Yorker Editor Nicholas Richardson, about the rite.

Cudney emphasized that no one will be forced to perform same-sex blessings, noting that the blessing
is a "provisional rite," authorized for use during the next three years, and to be revisited again at the
2015 General Convention.

"It allows for a fuller participation of faithful same-sex couples in the sacramental life of the church.
Many dioceses will allow its use; some will not," said Cudney. "We understand that there is a broad
spectrum of belief on matters of sexuality, and this resolution takes that into account and makes
provision for it."

Rumors about the New York Dioceses impending decision to extend these blessings to official same-
sex wedding ceremonies was what some believe spurred consternation about the blessing among
dioceses in states where same-sex marriage is not legal.

The optional status of the church-wide blessings
did not make the decision any more appealing to
some, who viewed it as a slippery slope to
approving church-wide support of same-sex
marriage rites, including the conservative South
Carolina diocese, which found all but two
members walking out of the General Convention
in protest.

"If a cleric of this diocese feels moved
by conviction and pastoral need to
respond in the affirmative to a request
to perform a same-sex marriage, he or
she is free to do so, on or after
September 1, 2012," said Bishop Mark
Sisk.

More recently, an Episcopal bishop in Alabama
refused to allow priests in his diocese to bless same-sex unions, despite having worked on the
committee that developed the rite, and voting in favor of such blessings at the national level.

Bishop Kee Sloan of the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama said he will not allow the blessings at his
congregation, believing the issue is too divisive for
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Gay Porn Star Allegedly Commits
Suicide at 38

By Jason St. Amand | Feb 27

Gay porn star Dror Barak, 38, (aka Roman
Ragazzi) was allegedly found dead last
weekend after committing suicide.

Won't You Marr{Me, Bill? P-
Town Shines at LGBT Wedding
Expo

By Tony Hobday | Feb 28

The Provincetown Business Guild has ramped
up its coverage for the annual GLBT Expo, a
huge source of revenue for P-town’s gay tourism and
wedding industry.

After Resignation, Media Speculates Over
Pope’s Orientation,

By Jason St. Amand | Mar 1
Out Catholic blogger Andrew Sullivan speculates over Pope
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Benedict XVI's bond with his longtime and
sexy aide, when it was revealed that the two
men would remain close after the papal
resigns.

Alabama.

"Theology is an ongoing revelation," Sloan told
The Birmingham News. "It’s influenced by
context. There are parts of the country that are
more conservative and traditional, and there are
parts of the country that are more liberal. In
Alabama, it would be divisive within the Episcopal
Church. We are deeply conflicted about this. I'd
like for us to work through and pray about it."

He did not permanently rule out such blessings,
saying they may eventually be allowed. "I don’t
have a timetable in mind," he said. "I foresee that
that’s a possibility."

Others in Sloan’s diocese are opposed to the

recognition of same-sex couples. For example,

The Rev. Frank F. Limehouse III, dean of the
3,400-member Cathedral Church of the Advent in Birmingham, said on his church’s website that
same-sex relationship run counter to his understanding of biblical teachings.

"We cannot bless any sexual activity outside of a marriage between one man and one woman,"
Limehouse said. "The Bible is clear about this. If anyone who declares the Bible teaches otherwise,
then I wouldn’t doubt his or her sincerity, but I would have to question their training in biblical Follow EDGE
interpretation."”
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According to Cudney and Richardson, other dioceses also voted against the same-sex blessings interviews, giveaways and more:
resolution, but in the end, it passed both houses (the Bishops and the Deputies) by large margins. )
EDGE Media Network page on Facebook
The decision found a lot of support online, where the story told on the Episcopal New York Facebook Like 5,624 people like this.
page is one of joy. MargaretAnn Niven wrote, "Thank God for the Episcopalians," and Hunter

Thompson Carter commented that he had, "A lot of pride in our Episcopal Church and its leadership,

and the many parishes (ours included!) who marched in the Pride Parade. When we say God loves EDGE News/Entertainment feed on Twitter
everyone, we mean it. EDGE Nightlife feed on Twitter

Nanci L. Blaisdell also posted on the church’s Facebook page that she believed the support for same-
sex marriage will strengthen the church. And Victor R. Stanwich was thrilled that the bishops were

preaching love, not hate. daily email updates:

With many "likes" and mostly warm support on their social media channel, many members of the A 'Enter email here ' Submit
Episcopal Church saw the decision as fulfilling their baptismal covenant promise to "respect the dignity
of every human being."

: Enter your email address below to receive

The Episcopal Church is on most certainly on trend when it comes to support of same-sex marriage.
As reported in the Seattle Times in May, the city’s Muslim community was lending support for
reassessing the same-sex marriage laws of Washington State. And in June, the Washington Post
reported that conservative Jews have also given a formal approval to same-sex marriage ceremonies.

www edgenewyork.com/index.php?ch=news&sc=local&sc2=features&sc3=&id=135384 3/6


http://twitter.com/edgeonthenet
http://www.facebook.com/EDGEMediaNetwork
http://http//www.edgenewyork.com/inxdex.php?sc=newsletters
http://www.facebook.com/EDGEMediaNetwork
http://twitter.com/edgeonthenet
http://twitter.com/EDGENightLife
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BEEMXFMo4UaKiLZCF6wGw3IC4Duu_rJsDAAAAEAEg5_2iBTgAUJPxg7EFWIO7tJpPYMnGqYvApNgPsgETd3d3LmVkZ2VuZXd5b3JrLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBUWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZWRnZW5ld3lvcmsuY29tL2luZGV4LnBocD9jaD1uZXdzJnNjPWxvY2FsJnNjMj1mZWF0dXJlcyZzYzM9JmlkPTEzNTM4NOABBJgCmHXAAgLgAgDqAhxOWUMtTmV3cy0zMzZ4MjgwLU1hcmtldGluZy0x-AKB0h6QA6QDmAOkA6gDAcgDnQTgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_0pApwIQAZy-z3GrBxwklqHGFL2mQ&client=ca-pub-0079427130322557&adurl=http://www.theoutclub.com/Home/Index.rails

